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Summary & Discussion Guide:  
Module 6 –Off-Hours Boundaries – Elementary School 

Child Molesters need repeated access to children and schools provide that access.  However, schools 
also provide structure and oversight which serve to deter and detect inappropriate behavior.  In this 
video, boundaries were discussed that restrict staff access to students during non-school hours which 
is a crucial, yet often overlooked aspect of protecting children from sexual abuse in schools. (Source 1, 2, 3) 

Recommendations without prior written agreement between staff members, parent or 
guardian and a school administrator, based on pre-existing affiliations are: 

• Prohibit planned interactions between staff and students outside of school sponsored and
approved activities. (Source 1, 2, 3, 4)

• Prohibit staff from babysitting children in your care or their siblings, paid or unpaid.
o 48% of child molesters interviewed obtained access to their victims through babysitting. (Source 1, 5,

6)

• Prohibit staff from offering personal tutoring services to children in your school or their
siblings, paid or unpaid. (Source 1, 7))

o It’s encouraged to meet student’s tutoring needs by offering the service as part of the
district/school regularly scheduled program with multiple adults present.

• Prohibit staff from visiting a student’s home and from having students at their home. (Source 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 
10, 11)

• Prohibit sleepovers with staff and students outside of school sponsored and approved
programs. (Source 1, 3, 5, 11, 12))

• Prohibit staff from attending student’s birthday parties. (Source 1)

• Prohibit staff from attending family gatherings of the kids in your care. (Source 1)

• When unexpectedly running into students during off-hours and off-site boundaries apply,
especially NO:

o One adult – one child situations, physical touching, isolated locations, photographs of kids, or
driving with kids. (Source 1)

Boundaries themselves may not stop the abuse, they will establish a common expectation among staff, 
parents, and students and empower administrators to intervene, hopefully before abuse happens. 

Reflection Questions: 
1. What are the common expectations your staff, parents, and children have regarding when and how

staff interact with students during non-school hours?
2. How might those practices be exploited by someone with an intent to sexually abuse children?
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Reading Material
• Finally, during a sleepover at her Boca Raton home, Flannigan took the boy's virginity while his siblings slumbered in another

room, he said. (http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2005-07-21/news/0507201664_1_first-encounter-home-teacher)
• Stroh abused three boys he had known for years through the school — ages 6, 9, and 11 — during a sleepover in his house

(http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Ex-Bethel-teacher-sentenced-to-18-months-for-6775052.php)
• L.A. schools to pay $139 million in teacher's abuse of students. At the center of the scandal was a teacher who was once

invited to students' birthday parties and quinceañeras. (http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-la-teacher-
sex-abuse-suit-20141121-story.html)

• The wife of an Oklahoma elementary school’s principal is under fire after she allegedly gave five underage girls alcohol at a
birthday bash. (http://kfor.com/2017/03/15/wife-of-oklahoma-elementary-school-principal-charged-after-birthday-party-
incident/)
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