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TITLE IX OF THE EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 1972 
All public and private elementary and secondary schools, school districts, colleges, and universi-
ties (hereinafter “schools”) receiving any Federal funds must comply with Title IX.  Under Title 
IX, discrimination on the basis of sex can include sexual harassment or sexual violence, such as 
rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, and sexual coercion. For more information, visit the web-
site; Know Your Rights.  The following steps were designed to help districts and schools ensure 
that all student rights under Title IX are protected.   

1. District Policies and Procedures - Best Practices for Safe and Healthy Boundaries:
Adopt an updated Board Policy from provided template with recommended safe and healthy
boundaries for adult-to-student and student-to-student interactions will be provided to all dis-
tricts.  Consider the Model Code of Educator Ethics as a guidance document.

2. Screening & Hiring of Employees and Volunteers:
 Establish recommended district-wide hiring practices to include;

 Fingerprinting/DOJ Criminal Background Checks,
 Employment history reference checks with prior districts specifically related to sexual

misconduct claims and disciplinary action and,
 Review any action taken against a teaching certificate in any of the 50 states,
 Adopt recommended interview questions that address an employee’s use of safe and

healthy boundaries.

3 a. Training and Awareness - Employees: 
 All employees are assigned and have completed the ESCAPE training series online.
 Training is required annually of every district employee and volunteer.
 Trainers conducting group training meet a minimum criteria for qualifications on the subject

matter.
 A variety of awareness materials are disseminated to all employees via multiple media chan-

nels such as email, written and electronic newsletters, and website pages.

3 b. Training and Awareness - Students: 
Educate Students on Safe and Healthy Boundaries.  A variety of programs are available online 
including; TAALK - Youth Serving Organizations - Education Children, Yello Dyno - Child Protec-
tion Programs, Keep Kids Safe - Preventing Child Sexual Abuse, Stop It Now - Children's Sexuali-
ty Development and Behaviors.  
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4. Reporting:

In the event that School Adults observe suspicious or inappropriate behaviors on the part of oth-

er School Adults or between students, it is their personal duty to immediately report their obser-

vations, as outlined in district policy, to protect students from misconduct, harassment or sexual

abuse.  Note that there are multiple possible reporting agencies and depending on the situation,

multiple reports may be required.

Adopt an electronic tool with anonymous reporting capability to ensure that anyone can report 

misconduct at any time.  

Reports are handled according to the provided best practices and investigation steps. 

5. Investigation:

The district will review every report to ensure that best practices are being followed with regards

to investigation.

Any report meeting a threshold of identified flags will warrant a third-party investigation process 

led by professionals to remove all bias and ensure a thorough and fair investigation. 

Investigations will be completed in a timely fashion with recommendations made for any neces-

sary employment action, including specialized training when misconduct is not present, but 

healthy boundaries have not been maintained.  

6. Response:

Protocols shall be established for how the district will communicate with families and communi-

ties in the event of an incident to ensure transparency, yet maintain privacy as required.
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https://www.taalk.org/get-educated/child-sexual-abuse-best-practices-for-child-advocates/youth-serving-organizations/205-youth-organizations-child-sexual-abuse-prevention-best-practice-6-educate-and-empower-children


When Asked Why They Didn’t Tell: 
“I was too young to realize it was 
wrong.” 
“I didn’t want my parents to know.” 
“I was ashamed.” 
“I thought I would get in trouble.” 
“I thought no one would believe me.” 
“He told me he would hurt my family.” 

30

http://www.zentactics.com/childabusestatistics.html
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2012%2F06%2F20%2Fliving%2Fgive-grandma-hug-child%2Findex.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHk27youot7V84dVsBp6YFZ1RJakQ
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by ARTICLE 2.5. Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act [11164 - 11174.3] of the 
California Penal Code and CHAPTER 3.2. Staff Development in the Detection of Child Abuse and Neglect 
[44691- 44691.] of the California Education Code.   

California Penal Code ARTICLE 2.5. Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act §11165.9. 
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Summary & Discussion Guide: 
Module 1 – Introduction 

Facts
• 1 in 4 girls, 1 in 6 boys (Source 1, 2, 3)

o Will be sexually abused before the age of 18
• Nearly 50% of women in prison were abused. (Source 10)

• Over 75% of serial rapists report they were sexually abused as children. (Source 10)

• 35-45% of childhood molestation happens within the family. (Source 1, 3, 11)

o School employees must be trained to recognize the signs & symptoms of abuse.
• 55-60% of child molestation happens at the hands of someone outside the family that the child knows

and trusts. (Source 1, 3,12)

• 86% of sexual assault cases are never reported. (Source 5)

Consequences
• Sexual abuse consequences are staggering and apparent; possible emotions and events in survivors

are: (Source 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)

o Anger, aggression, depression
o Criminal behavior, suicide, dissociation
o Promiscuity, teen pregnancy, STDs
o Drug and alcohol abuse, cutting, eating disorders

• Long-term consequences can also impact our communities. (Source 10)

o Rising healthcare cost, social services cost and increased prison population
• Millions of dollars have been spent to resolve these types of claims and losses.

o Money taken directly out of the classroom (Source 8)

Future Focus
• As awareness of the prevalence of child sexual abuse in schools increases, our efforts toward

prevention must increase as well.
• Empower & equip school communities to understand when and how to intercede on behalf of children

while in the school’s care.
• Everyone plays a part in the solution.

Reflection Questions: 
1. How have you been impacted by sexual abuse around you?
2. How has your district been impacted by child sexual abuse?
3. How can you help your school district/community understand the importance of the prevention of

child molestation?
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